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hardly appreciable effects; but to produce results it is necessary to give 
doses which may not be without danger. (2) It is necessary to be sure that 
the preparation in unchanged; colored glass is essential to prevent chemical 
change. (3) It acts as a sedative for physical agitation, but not for intel¬ 
lectual excitation; the former is promptly and durably influenced. (4) The 
daily dose should not exceed one-fortieth of a grain, and the patient should 
be watched until all danger of poisoning is passed. (5) The remedy should 
not be used unless there is at hand a solution of pilocarpine nitrate or hydro¬ 
chlorate, which will facilitate its elimination should symptoms of poisoning 
arise.— Journal de M'edeeine de Bordeaux, 1900, No. 23, p. 413. 

Treatment of Epilepsy. — Dr. David Ikglis states that when epileptic 
patients are seen early they should receive sufficient bromide to control the 
attacks readily, and it is very advantageous to combine with it at the outset 
a moderate amount of chloral. The bromide then should be gradually dimin¬ 
ished to the smallest dose which will keep down the convulsions. If, in spite 
of the careful and persistent use of the bromide, the fits continue, then re¬ 
course should be had to acetanilide, of which for an adult five grains three 
times a day is an ample dose. Not infrequently three grains at the same 
interval will be found sufficient, and even this amount may be gradually 
diminished. Further, it seems to be of importance that the patient should 
be set at bodily labor of a vigorous sort and sufficient in amount to bring 
about the complete oxidation of his food-products, and to stimulate in nature’s 
own way all of the excretions. The diet should be restricted; not an exclu¬ 
sive vegetable diet, but meat and eggs are the kinds of food of which epilep¬ 
tics ought to eat very little, if any.— The Physician and Surgeon, 1900, vol. 
xxii., p. 327. 

The Antagonism between Cocaine and Hypnotics.— Dott. Gioffredi 
has observed that with smali but not fatal doses of cocaine and chloral hy¬ 
drate there is a complete and reciprocal antagonism in the sense that one 
drug neutralizes the action of the other, but this cannot be said of large and 
fatal doses. But in considering fatal doses there is a unilateral antagonism 
in that chloral hydrate and other hypnotics are able to compensate for and 
neutralize fatal doses of cocaine, but the reverse is not true. This antago¬ 
nism is shown in the nervous, vascular, and respiratory systems and tempera¬ 
ture effects, but in large doses the action of the hypnotics always prevails.— 
Rivista Oritiea de Clinica Medica, 1900, No. 5, p. 117. 

Orexin Tannate in Anorexia. —Dr. T. W. P. Smithwick announces that 
this is the best remedy for anorexia occurring in children, on account of its 
easy administration. For adults six grains should be given one hour before 
each meal; for children the dose should be decreased according to age. 
When administered to convalescents it increases the appetite, aids digestion 
and assimilation. In all cases—even of tuberculosis—the body-weight in¬ 
creases. The length of time required for treatment is variable, depending 
upon the individual characteristics of the patient and the origin of the 
trouble. In simple atonic dyspepsia it was not necessary to continue it longer 
than three weeks ; in anaemia four to six weeks ; in phthisis (four patients) 
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two were treated for six weeks each, and now two months have elapsed and 
they are doing well, while in the others the disease was further advanced 
and they are still under treatment, gaining about one pound in weight each 
week. — Merck's Archives, 1900, No. 3, p. 88. 

Carrasquilla’s Serum Treatment of Epilepsy.— Me Feauk Tidswell 
was engaged for nine months in testing this method. Two patients were 
treated patiently, perseveringly, and continuously during this period, hut 
not the slightest improvement was noted ; but, on the contrary, the disease 
continued to progress in both patients. The report closes with the citations 
from current literature showing that others have failed, and their results 
have been of a uniformly discouraging nature.— Intercolonial Medical Journal 
of Australasia, 1900, vol. v., p. 233. 

Peronin. — Dott. Ferdinando Battistini finds that while this substance 
resembles codeine in its absence of hypnotic effect and in large doses giving 
rise to convulsions of bulbo-cerebral origin, on the other hand, it acts in 
a quarter of the dose of the latter, and should be considered as a heart-poison. 
It diminishes cough by lessening the sensibility of the bronchial mucous 
membrane. Locally it is anaesthetic (rabbits) in 1 per cent, solution when 
instilled into the conjunctival sac, and does not produce cloudiness of the 
cornea, but in man it produces abundant lachrymation, marked conjunc¬ 
tival injection, and chemosis. In daily doses of about a grain it produces 
regular and deep sleep in paralytics during the period of excitation, and even 
can be classed with paraldehyde, chloral, and morphine in intensity of action. 
Its untoward effects have received much attention ; danger to the heart, pro¬ 
fuse sweating, intense headache, itching, nausea, dryness of the throat may 
result, and in general various forms of malnutrition, as catarrhal and tuber¬ 
culous affections of the larynx, bronchitis, and pulmonary diseases are con¬ 
traindications to its use. The ordinary dose is about double that of mor¬ 
phine, the maximum daily amount being two and one-half grains.— Bivista 
Orilica di Glinica Medica, 1900, No. 4, p. 103. 

' Pathology of Lobar Pneumonia as a Basis for Treatment.— Dr. J. K.' 

Crook believes that in the near future we may have an antipneumo¬ 
toxic serum to combat inflammations of the lung due to the pneumococcus. 
At present results are not satisfactory, and the older expectant methods of 
treatment are advised. The writer considers seriatim: 1. Calomel. Large 

doses, twenty to sixty grains, may be given at the outset of the disease to 
render the exudate derived from the blood unfit for sustaining microbic life. 
Of thirty grains administered perhaps five enter the blood as a soluble albu¬ 
minate. Here a still smaller quantity is converted to the perchloride—more 
than a third of a grain cannot be tolerated. It is known that the mercurial 
solution quickly disappears, for it is soon found in the urine, bile, etc. 
The antiseptic is in a very attenuated form when it comes in contact with 
the micro-organisms. Whether it still possesses power as a germicide is an 
open question. 2. Quinine. Within six hours half of the exhibited dose is 
eliminated by the urine. It is a powerful antiseptic, and it has been shown that 
a 1 per cent, solution is fatal to the diplococcus pneumoniae in five minutes. 



